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	Editor's Note: This Issue

This is the first issue of the QCR - an initiative of the Design Research Society Council with the aim of providing a regular overview of Council member views and activity to you the DRS members.

It includes a selection of edited reports from international Council members and Council Officers that Council receives from time to time. The quarterly QCR is intended to complement the successful monthly electronic newsletter of the Society - Design Research NEWS and the DRN focus upon time-dependent information. I hope you will find the new QCR of interest too.

• Alec Robertson  Publications Officer
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	AUSTRALIA (East)

• Vesna Popovic
This report concentrates on the Australian Research Activities (East Coast) currently available 

1.0 Promotion of the Design Research Society

I have done promotion of the DRS among several Universities in Australia by inviting the academics interested in Design Research to join to the Society 

2.0
The Major Research Issues in Australia:


The following are the major issues related to research in Australia:

· Separation of teaching and research funding effective from 2002 and increase of competitiveness. These have created a lot of changes and research restructuring at some universities with an emphasis on commercialization of knowledge.

· These changes have made research completion (PhD) much more able to leverage the resources and increase research income.

· The rational of the changes has been the development of long-term awareness for innovation and entrepreneurship.

· Inclusion of design into the field of studies codes for research grants applications.

· Implementation of seed funding initiatives to support research commercialization.

· Submission to the Standing Committee on Science and Innovation requesting the inclusion of Design as part of its Research and Development strategies and to establish the partnership with the Design Institute of Australia (DIA). This was submitted on 30 September 2002.

3.0
Higher Degrees and Some Research Areas

· All major Universities and Universities of Technology offer research masters and PhD Degrees. They might be related to the theoretical design issues or applied collaborative research with industry partners. Some areas are: design computing and cognition (University of Sydney), human-centered design research (Queensland University of Technology) or sustainable products and product systems (RMIT University). Research areas related to design would be covered in more details in the future reports.

4.0
Publications

· International Journal of Design Computing (http://www.arch.su.edu.au/kcdc/journal/)

5.0 Conferences

· Raising the Profile of Research Education, University of Technology, Sydney, Australia, 3-4 February 2003.

· Expertise in Design, Design Thinking Research Symposium 6,Hosted by Creativity and Cognition Research, University of Technology, Sydney, 17 –19 November 2003 (www.designthinkingresearch.com).

· Common Ground Design Research Conference, Faculty of Art and Design, Monash University, Melbourne, Australia, 2004.



	AUSTRALIA (West)

• Terence Love
Design activity in Western Australia doesn't have a high profile, particularly in Product/Industrial Design. I have been negotiating with the WA Dept of Industry and Technology for them to address this issue. A request has been recently received to outline a plan for establishing a Design Centre (including approximate 5 year funding costs) and to submit a research proposal to investigate how Australia's design infrastructure could be improved. I have submitted both and I am awaiting a response. 

I recently attended a symposium at IVEC, a new cross-university visualisation/high speed computing facility here. There is now a significant level of expertise and facilities in this area in WA and a challenge will be to find ways of drawing on this world class facilities in improving WA designed outputs. A visit made to Innovisions, a national conference on innovation and entrepreneurship, showed a very low level of awareness of the role of designing in innovation. It was incidentally great to see Richard Neville, (ex OZ magazine and guest of Her Majesty) deliver a tremendous keynote on the role of 'futures research' in innovation.

There are five universities in Perth and a mix of further education institutions. Two of the universities provide dedicated design education courses. Alongside the dedicated courses, all of the universities teach design courses as part of other discipline-based courses. For example, at the University of Western Australia there are several distinct courses in different areas of engineering design in areas of mechanical design, materials design, civil engineering design, environmental systems design, electronic systems design (several courses), software design (new Motorola Centre), haptics systems design, and architecture. Edith Cowan University  has strength in social program and education program design with Dr Margaret Sims recently publishing a book on program design in childcare industry and the We-B Research Centre developing national level expertise in the designing of effective computerised Management Information Systems.


Edith Cowan University


Edith Cowan University offers Design as part of its Visual Arts and Performing Arts programs. Its main foci are graphic art and stage design. It has recently, moved to build a joint course in computer art by instituting collaboration between Visual Arts and the School of Multimedia and Communication. The courses are mainly undergraduate but include PhD.


Curtin University


Curtin University has until recently had a School of Design. Recent merged it with four other schools (including architecture and built environment) into departments within a single School. Curtin offers design education at undergraduate, Masters and Doctoral levels, and it attracts a significant presence of overseas fee paying students. The strengths of design education are in the graphic streams where there is a history of industry connection. Product/industrial design is less strong and the general weight of the Curtin program is towards, graphics, photography and multimedia skill training. Surprisingly, there is little connection between the dedicated design programs and the design programs in other areas such as Engineering, which trains most of the engineering designers in WA.

The Technical and Further Education (TAFE) sector is strong in computer supported designing in graphic domains, particularly Central TAFE. The lack of differentiation between design education programs delivered in these areas by TAFE and Curtin/ECU is a concern. The dominant feature of all programs is software skill training in graphics packages. 



	GREECE

• Artemis Yagou 

Design and design research in Greece: A brief account

Public awareness of design is limited in the country, design is practically equated with styling, and the design discourse is very weak. There are no industrial design departments in Greek universities. Given that education is one spearhead of industrial design, the inadequacy of design education in Greece is responsible to a great extent for the fragmentation of design activities and discourse in the country. Primarily architects and engineers of various specialisations carry out such design activities, or designers educated in private institutions or abroad.

Design is taught as a standard or elective course in some engineering and architectural departments, especially in the following:

· National Technical University of Athens, Department of Architecture (www.arch.ntua.gr) and  Department of Mechanical Engineering (www.mech.ntua.gr)

· Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Department of Architecture (www.arch.auth.gr)

· University of Thessaly, Department of Architecture (www.arch.uth.gr)

· University of the Aegean, Department of Product and Systems Design (www.syros.aegean.gr).

Autonomous product design departments exist only in private design colleges, such as:

· AKTO art and design, Athens (www.akto.gr) (BA validated by Middlesex University)

· AAS Applied Arts Studies, Thessaloniki (www.aas.gr).

However, such courses do not have higher education status according to the Greek law.

AKTO art and design, in collaboration with Middlesex University are also currently developing an MA in Design. There are also occasional seminars by various private or public institutions..

Other bodies with design-related archives and collections, as well as occasional contributions to design research, are the following:

· National Hellenic Research Foundation (www.eie.gr)

· Thessaloniki Design Museum (Based on a private collection. Its operation has been suspended due to lack of funds).

· ETBA Cultural Foundation (www.etba.gr)

· Industrial Museum of Hermoupolis, Syros

· National Museum of Contemporary Art

· The Hellenic Literary and Historical Archives (www.elia.org.gr) (Private institution)

The previous academic year (2001-2002) was marked by intense confrontation between academics and the Ministry of Education, regarding financial and other issues. Several weeks of strike by the academic staff caused serious problems in the operation of most Universities. The confrontation reached a deadlock during the summer break, but finally a compromise was achieved in the beginning of the academic year 2002-2003 and universities resumed their activities.

Apparently, the situation is not particularly favourable for research activities, especially for design research, given the minimum presence and low status of design in the Greek academia. However, the increasing number of young Greeks pursuing undergraduate and postgraduate design studies in Greece or abroad is a promising indication of the dynamics of local design research development.


	THE NETHERLANDS

• John L. Heintz

The Netherlands is rich in educational and research programs in design, with large faculties of industrial design and architecture the Delft University of Technology (TUD), architecture at the Eindhoven University of Technology (TUE), and programs in architecture industrial design, and graphic design in several academies of building and fine art. In the coming months I hope to be able to give a picture of the breadth of design research activity across all these venues. We are also in the midst of a radical restructuring of higher education in the Netherlands. We are moving from a system of 5-year diplomas (generally held to be equivalent to a Master’s degree) to a Bachelor’s-Master’s construction as mandated by the European Union Bologna Declaration on the reform of higher education. This naturally has made for something of a slow year on the research front. I can however report a few up coming highlights: 

Colleagues here at the Delft University of Technology, H. de Jonge, J.J. van Meel, L. Teunnisen, and Lars Marsman have completed a study of the current trends in architectural practice titled Redesigning Architectural Practice. This will be the first of a series of publications entitled Architectural Management, and is scheduled for release in January 2003 though the publisher Uitgeverij Sun (www.uitgeverysun.nl ). The book is based on statistical studies of the profession carried out for the Royal Institute of Dutch Architects, and the Central Bureau of Statistics.  Although the titles are in English, the text of the book is in Dutch.

The Design Decision Support Systems group at TUE is sponsoring the 6th International Conference on Design and Decision Support Systems in Architecture and Urban Planning, to take place in Eindhoven July 7-10. Further information can be found at http://www.bwk.tue.nl/urb/call/ddss2002.htm.

This year will see the first Architecture Biennale Rotterdam (www.1ab.nl ). The theme of the Biennale is mobility. The Biennale will consist of a programme of exhibitions, student workshops, debates and a collaborative research project involving 12 universities from 4 continents. Exhibitions will be held not only at the Netherlands Architectural Institute (www.nai.nl ), but also at locations associated with the participating universities and in Las Palmas. The results of the research programme will be presented both as part of the exhibition Mobility: A Room with a View opening May 7th at the NAi, and in an accompanying book.

Finally, the department of philosophy at TUD is conduction a research program into the Dual Nature of Technological Artefacts under the direction or Prof. Peter Kroes, and in cooperation with TUE, MIT, the University of Buffalo, Virginia Tech, and the Georgia Institute of Technology. This program will explore the tensions between our conceptions of technological artefacts as physical objects and as agents, described by means of intentional concepts.




	TURKEY

• H. Alpay Er 

Design Research in Turkey – A Brief Look into its History and Current State

The early beginnings of design research in Turkey go back to the postgraduate studies in architectural design in the late 60s and 70s at Istanbul Technical University (ITU www.itu.edu.tr ). Its origins appear to have been influenced by the Design Methods movement in the UK. In the 70s, research activities in architectural design education appeared at some other Turkish universities such as the Middle East Technical University (METU www.metu.edu.tr ) in Ankara. The peak point of the research events in architectural design in this period was the international conference at ITU in 1978; Architectural Design: Interrelations between Education, Research and Practice.

Early 80s witnessed a major national design conference at ITU, trying to cover all the design disciplines from urban to furniture design. However, in the rest of the 80s, the rapid expansion and diversification of postgraduate education in architecture, and the declining influence of Design Methods movement in general, led to the fragmentation of design research community, which was already too small in Turkey. Some newly emerging, and highly specialized technical subjects such as computer-aided design and construction management dominated the late 80s and the 90s in architectural design research. Research activities in architectural design in Turkey have continued within their own specific research frameworks. A major exception to this isolationist trend in architecture was the international design research conference, Descriptive Models of Design, held in 1996 at ITU.

The entry of industrial design (ID) into the Turkish design research scene did not take place until the second half of the 90s (see, Er and Bayazit, 1999). This is mainly because the ID education was started in the 1970s at undergraduate level and in the schools of art and architecture where research was not a strong part of the academic culture. The postgraduate ID education in Turkey began in the mid 1980s; however research was still not an issue in these institutions. The first major international research event in ID took place at METU in 1994. The second half of the 90s witnessed an increasing number of design research seminars and lectures at universities by design researchers from Europe and the US. A national design conference was organized at ITU in 1996. The last major design event, 3rd International Design History and Studies, took place at ITU in Istanbul in July 2002. Another major international design conference is planned for 2004 in Ankara.

Mainly due to the competitive academic promotion regulations that were introduced in the 90s in Turkey, more and more academics in ID now obtain PhDs, and engage in design research practice. Despite the fact that academic research studies are mostly individual projects so far, there appears to be a promising prospect for design research oriented towards industrial/product design in Turkey. The increasing participation of Turkish design researchers with ID background in international design conferences is a good indicator of that prospect. Unlike the earlier fragmentation of design research in architectural design, design research paradigm appears to be accepted as a general framework for all academic knowledge creating activities in ID. Nevertheless, the weak institutional links to the industry and the design practice are major problems of design research in Turkey. The communication and cooperation between different departments and universities, and insufficient dissemination of research results are also among problems.  The contribution of other non-architectural design disciplines such as graphic/communication design, multimedia, textile and fashion to design research in Turkey is still marginal, and needs to be encouraged.

Er, H. Alpay and N. Bayazıt (1999) “Redefining the “PhD in design” in the Periphery: Doctoral Education in Industrial design in Turkey” Design Issues, Vol. 15 n. 3, pp. 34-44.


	United States

• Christopher Nemeth 

• Design Research in the U.S.
Commercial design research activity in the U.S. is proprietary. When it is discussed, the point of view is often retrospective, serving as a rationale for a product concept. 

How can we begin to address the nature of design research in the United States? Design activity has recently been incorporated into academia and can be found in a variety of different departments ranging from urban planning to engineering. Doctoral learners perform work that presumes a research role. Their areas of interest and projects provide a good starting point to learn what design research is in the U.S.

In order to shed more light on U.S. work in design research, I have contacted each of the six academic design programs that offer the Ph.D. They include: Illinois Institute of Technology, The University of Minnesota, Carnegie Mellon University, North Carolina State University, Arizona State University, and The Ohio State University. Descriptions of initiatives that are under way at these institutions will build an awareness of the nature and scope of U.S. design research. They may also develop links among researchers with similar interests. 

• Professional Publication

The journal Visible Language has covered topics of interest to design since 1967. Two current issues of Visible Language (36:3—Winter 2002 and 37:1—Spring 2003) are dedicated to issues in design research. Topics and authors include:

Visible Language 36.3: Special Issue: Research in Communication Design—Part 1

    Cultivating an Interest in Design Research—Sharon Poggenpohl

    Methodology for Uncovering Motion Affordance in Interactive Media—Chujit Jeamsinkul 

         and Sharon Poggenpohl

    Methodology for Manipulating Electronic Documents in Relation to Information    

         Retrieval—María González de Cosío and Mary C. Dyson

    Communicating Cuneiform: The Evolution of a Multimedia Cuneiform Database—S.I. 

         Woolley, T.R. Davis, N.J. Flowers, J. Pinilla-Dutoit, A. Livingstone, T.N. Arvanitis

     Typographic Cueing on Screen—Mary C. Dyson and Judy Gregory

Visible Language 37.1: Special Issue: Research in Communication Design—Part 2

    Developing Theory, Analysis and Effective Communication in Communication Design 

         Research—Sharon Poggenpohl

    Designing Theory in Communication—Peter Storkerson

    Value-added Text: Where Graphic Design Meets Paralinguistics—Stuart Mealing

    User Analysis Framework: Thoughts on User's Cognitive Factors for Information Design 

         in Web-based Media—Napawan Sawasdichai

     Get Real: The Need for Effective Design Research—Christopher Nemeth

For further information on these and other issues of Visible Language, contact editor Sharon Poggenpohl at <poggenpohl@id.iit.edu>.
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• Rachael Luck
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	PUBLICATIONS OFFICER

• Alec Robertson 

I am pleased to be able to bring you another benefit of membership of the Society - the QCR (The Quarterly Council Report to members). Over a year you will receive pages in the QCR from individual DRS Council members with the aim of providing a regular overview of Council member views and activity to you the DRS members. Any views expressed in the QCR are those of the individual authors only and not of the Council unless stated otherwise.

This first issue of the QCR is a pilot one and I am interested in receiving some feedback, particularly on how you received the attached file. The use of a WORD file is to help ensure maximum flexibility using common application software, with easy viewing on-screen or as a print-out by as many people as possible. Let me know off-list if you had a problem opening it, with a note on the reason why. A PDF format is an alternative but not everyone may have downloaded a free PDF Reader. Feedback to alecr@dmu.ac.uk. Thank you.

For handy reference, the electronic facilities associated with the Design Research Society are outlined below. As you can see they are quite extensive and growing. I recommend that you join the various discussion lists available. There are a number of related initiatives in the pipeline, upon which Council Officers will report in due course in the QCR. 

DRS WEBSITE

General purpose information on the Society with membership joining facility. 

Site found at:

http://www.designresearchsociety.org
DRS@jiscmail.ac.uk

General purpose information, views and news with occasional unmediated discussion. Moderate activity. List owner: Conall O'Cathain , (DRS Past Chair) You may join the list at the following site:

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/drs.html
PHD-DESIGN@jiscmail.ac.uk

PhD-Design was created to discuss, and exchange of information about the Ph.D. in design. It is a discussion list open for unmoderated and currently expanding it's range of discussion topics. Frequent activity. It can involve numerous long posts by subscribers. List owner(s) David Durling (DRS Chair)  and Keith Russell (Australia). You may join the list at the site:

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/phd-design.html
DESIGN-RESEARCH@JISCMAIL.AC.UK
This list was established by the Design Research Society to distribute Design Research News (DRN) ISSN 1473-3862, an electronic newsletter that communicates related news throughout the world. It is mailed automatically around the beginning of each month and it is free. Editor: David Durling (DRS Chair). List owner: Martin Woolley. (Council Member)

You may subscribe at the following site:

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/design-research.html
DRS-MEMBERS@jiscmail.ac.uk

Private list for DRS membership administration and premium member information, including the QCR - Quarterly Council Report. Subscribers are added as they join the Society.

List owner: Alec Robertson (Publications Officer)

DRS-COUNCIL@jiscmail.ac.uk

Private list for DRS Council administration and communication.

List owner: Alec Robertson (Publications Officer).

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU FROM YOUR COUNCIL.
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